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Realising our potential in 2026

Ferny Grove State School acknowledges the 

Traditional Custodians of  the lands across the 

Metropolitan Region, where the fresh water flows into 

the salt water. The blending of  these waters signifies 

that interconnection of  all First Nations peoples and 

the lands where schools and workplaces of  this 

region are situated. 

We pay our respects to Elders past and present, who 

are the keepers of  the cultural knowledges, 

languages and traditions.

Acknowledgement of Country
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Ferny Grove SS Leadership Team

Matthew Meharg
[Principal]

Stacey Day
[Head of Student 

Empowerment]

Rhonda Martin
[Deputy Principal]

[Year 4 – Year 6]

Tom McCartney
[Deputy Principal]

[Prep – Year 3]
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Communication with Class 
Teachers

Email is the preferred method of contact 
if there are any issues.

If there are messages throughout the 
day please contact the office.

The office will always pass messages on, 
especially if it is urgent.
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Class Dojo

You should have been added to your 
new class from last year.

Great way to share photos of what we 
get up to at school.

Chat can be used for quick 
information to your child's teacher 

e.g. can’t find their hat. Keep all 
formal communication to email.
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Ferny Grove

Shared Commitment
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Every Day Counts!

Under the law, you must make sure your child attends school on all school days (unless there is a 
reasonable excuse). Schools must monitor attendance of students and follow up with parents and 
caregivers any unexplained absences.

If your child does not want to go to school, or is missing school without you knowing, contact your 
school immediately for assistance and support.

Schools will:
• monitor student attendance
• notify you if your child has an unexplained absence as soon as practicable on the day of your child's 

absence and continue to follow-up with you as practicable
• use effective teaching strategies to engage your child in learning
• help you with strategies to encourage your child to go to school
• provide support for families.
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Every Day Counts!



School Wide Expectations
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School Wide Expectations

Students who arrive early are supervised in 
the tuckshop area from 8:10am. Students are 

to be seated during this time.

At 8:35am students transition calmly to class.
Classroom doors open at 8:40am.

Students who arrive late (after 9:00am) need 
to collect a late slip from the office.
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Before and After School Expectations

Students wait at the tuckshop before 
school (unless in Run Club – Tues/Thurs)

Technology is packed away in bags before 
and after school (including iPads & phones)

Students head out to their pick up point or 
grown up after school
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Classroom Expectations

Before school: 
Waiting in the tuckshop area is preferred. If waiting 

with you please have them seated not running around. 
Calm bodies work best for learning. Each class has a 
slightly different routine for entering the classroom.

After school:
Please have a waiting place for your child to meet you. 

Don’t wait in front of classrooms where you can be 
seen before the bell.
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Uniform:

• Blue skort or shorts
• FGSS Yellow/blue polo shirt

• White socks
• Closed in shoes

• Hats are expected outside – no hat, no play

School Wide Expectations



REALISINGFerny Grove State School OUR POTENTIAL

School Wide Expectations

QParents – expected all families are on QParents 
and forms are completed as soon as possible. 

Check you have completed the third party 
consent forms.

State Schools have the policy “away for the day!”
All notifications need to be silenced on smart 

watches. Phones also go away.
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From 2026, the Queensland Government will introduce the ‘Back to School Boost’, providing $100 for 
every primary school student (Prep to Year 6) to help families with school-related costs.

A $100 credit will be applied to each student’s school account, and parents and carers will be able to 
choose how these funds are used.

Consent forms were sent to all families in week 2, allowing you to nominate where you would like the 
$100 credit to be allocated. This may include your child’s Student Resource Scheme (SRS) payment (for 
Prep or Year 1 students), Instrumental Music Program, excursions, incursions, camps, and similar 
activities.

Please note that the ‘Back to School Boost’ cannot be applied to outstanding debts incurred prior to 
2026.

Back to School Boost
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Our Early Years Commitment
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Learning Areas taught by classroom 
teachers

English Maths

Science

HASS Health
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English

All Terms

• Continue phonics program: 
Soundwaves

• Phonemic awareness: 
Heggerty

• Handwriting: Casey The 
Caterpillar, red and blue lines

• Decodable reading continuing

Term 1 Term 2

• Term 1: Character 
descriptions (spoken)

Term 2: Information texts 
(written)

Term 3 Term 4

Term 3: Procedures (spoken) Term 4: Recounts of familiar 
stories (written)
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Reading and literacy are important skills 
we are teaching your students daily.

Reading

Students are all screened to identify their 
individual needs. 

Teaching is differentiated to address these 
needs. 



REALISINGFerny Grove State School OUR POTENTIAL

Maths

Year 1

• Number to 120 including:
•  name, quantity, ordering, partitioning, place value

• Skip counting in 2, 5 and 10 and repeating patterns
• Addition and subtraction to 20.
• Grouping and sharing
• Compare and order objects and events with length, mass, 

capacity and duration
• Measure length with informal units.
• Compare and classify shapes
• Give and follow directions
• Collect and display data
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Science

Term 1 Term 2

Earth and Space Sciences
• Observable changes in the sky 

and landscape.

Biological Sciences
• Living things have a variety of 

external features.
• Living things live in different 

places where their needs are 
met.

Term 3 Term 4

Chemical Sciences
• Everyday materials can be 

physically changed in a variety 
of ways.

Physical Sciences
• Light and sound are produced 

by a range of sources and can 
be sensed.
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HASS

Semester 1: Geography

We work towards answering these inquiry questions:
What are the different features of places?
How can we care for places?
How have the features of places changed?

Semester 2: History

We work towards answer these inquiry questions:
How has family life changed or remained the same over time?
How can we show that the present is different from or similar to 
the past?
How do we describe the sequence of time?
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Homework

Decodable Reading Australia: use QR 
code to access

High frequency words: practice at the 
level appropriate for your child

Phonics focused words: practice reading 
and spelling.

We understand some students have other 
after school activities.

If some activities can’t be completed, we 
highly recommend daily reading aloud.
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The Resilience Project Video

https://vimeo.com/1124702592/bf8fa700fd?fl=pl&fe=sh

Please enjoy this 2min video

https://vimeo.com/1124702592/bf8fa700fd?fl=pl&fe=sh


REALISINGFerny Grove State School OUR POTENTIAL

The Resilience Project
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Students
Explicit teaching and opportunities for regular practise

Lessons: 1 hour per week

Regular practise of wellbeing strategies. 

Student Journal. 

Impact

● Promote wellbeing and enhance resilience. 

● Toolbox of everyday wellbeing habits and strategies. 

● Stronger relationships.

● Improved behaviour. 

● Flow on effect for academic outcomes/performance.

https://www.hub.theresilienceproject.com.au
https://www.hub.theresilienceproject.com.au
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Supporting wellbeing and resilience at home

A suite of digital content to build wellbeing and resilience at home.

Information about the evidence-based principles. 

Practical tips, routines and activities to build wellbeing habits. 

Family Hub
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Student Empowerment Program

Ferny Grove State School has a large Student Empowerment Program (SEP) team. We have an SEP 
Teacher who works with each year level and highly experienced Teacher Aides. The SEP teacher for 
each year level will work with the year level team to support the needs of every student.

What does this mean?
• Students with disabilities will be case managed by their class teacher with additional support from 

the year level SEP teacher.
• SEP teachers and Learning Support teachers will work with the class teachers on their year level to 

establish what student needs there are and what supports are required. Year level data will be 
used in this process.

• There will be students who will require ongoing intensive and focused teaching or support to 
access the curriculum or other aspects of school. Other students will require short term focused or 
intensive teaching. 

• The data from the NCCD will support this process. 
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What is the NCCD?

• The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability (NCCD) takes place every year, in August.

• The NCCD is a collection that counts: 
• the number of school students receiving an adjustment or ‘help’ due 

to disability; and
• the level of adjustment they are receiving to access education on the 

same basis as other students.
• No names or student identifiers are included.  The information is 

used by Australian State and territory governments to improve 
policies and programs for student with disabilities. 
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What support will 
my child get?

Student needs due to disability are met by many staff across the school: 
Guidance Officers, Speech Language Pathologists, Occupational Therapist, 
Physios, Social Workers, Chaplin, Support Teacher Literacy and Numeracy as well 
as Student Empowerment Program Teachers and Class Teachers. 

This will look different for all students because different students need different 
things at different times.

You have been provided with contact details for your child’s class teacher and 
year level SEP teacher to enable you to communicate with them directly and 
provide valuable information about your child’s needs.
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2026 Key Events

Incursions

Whole School events: e.g. free dress days, 
Harmony Day

Early years specific events: e.g. Under 8’s 
Days, Easter hat parade

Excursions
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