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Realising our potential in 2026

Ferny Grove State School acknowledges the 

Traditional Custodians of  the lands across the 

Metropolitan Region, where the fresh water flows into 

the salt water. The blending of  these waters signifies 

that interconnection of  all First Nations peoples and 

the lands where schools and workplaces of  this 

region are situated. 

We pay our respects to Elders past and present, who 

are the keepers of  the cultural knowledges, 

languages and traditions.

Acknowledgement of Country
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Ferny Grove SS Leadership Team

Matthew Meharg
[Principal]

Stacey Day
[Head of Student 

Empowerment]

Rhonda Martin
[Deputy Principal]

[Year 4 – Year 6]

Tom McCartney
[Deputy Principal]

[Prep – Year 3]
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Communication with Class 
Teachers

Email is the preferred method of contact 
if there are any concerns.

Messages throughout the day need to 
go through the office.

The office will always pass messages on, 
especially if it is urgent.
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Learning Areas taught by classroom 
teachers

English Maths

Science

HASS Health
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English

Term 1 Term 2

Narrative
Create a Podcast (Writing / 
Speaking & Listening)

Informative
Reading, viewing and comprehending 
informative texts (Reading)
Multimodal Informative Text (Writing)

Term 3 Term 4

Persuasive
Persuasive Speech 
(Speaking & Listening)

Narrative
Reading, viewing and comprehending
narrative texts (Reading)
Narrative Text with image (Writing)
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Reading and literacy are important skills 
we are teaching your students daily.

Reading

Students are all screened to identify their 
individual needs. 

Teaching is differentiated to address these 
needs. 
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Maths

Term 1 Term 2

Data
Space
Number

Number & Algebra
Measurement

Term 3 Term 4

Number
Space
Measurement

Number & Algebra
Measurement
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Science

Term 1 Term 2

Chemical Science – States of 
Matter

Biological Science – Plant & 
Animal adaptations

Term 3 Term 4

Physical Science – Light Earth & Space Science – Earth’s 
place in the Universe
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HASS

Semester 1 Semester 2

Geography
How do people and 

environments influence one 
another?

History
How did the Australian Colonies 

develop over time and why?
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Health

Semester 1 Semester 2

Strengthening identity and 
building emotional resilience

Exploring and analysing health 
information
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Specialist Teaching Team

Cynthia Cash
[DigiTech]

Jessie Wade
[Phys Ed.]

Dave Sandilands
[The Arts]

Ruben Wilkinson
[Music]
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Homework

Homework will be shared by the 
classroom teacher. Most classes will have 
Mathletics as revision or OneNote for any 

work not completed during class. 

We understand some students have other 
after school activities.

If some activities can’t be completed, we 
highly recommend daily reading aloud.
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Student Empowerment Program

Ferny Grove State School has a large Student Empowerment Program (SEP) team. We have an SEP 
Teacher who works with each year level and highly experienced Teacher Aides. The SEP teacher for 
each year level will work with the year level team to support the needs of every student.

What does this mean?
• Students with disabilities will be case managed by their class teacher with additional support from 

the year level SEP teacher.
• SEP teachers and Learning Support teachers will work with the class teachers on their year level to 

establish what student needs there are and what supports are required. Year level data will be 
used in this process.

• There will be students who will require ongoing intensive and focused teaching or support to 
access the curriculum or other aspects of school. Other students will require short term focused or 
intensive teaching. 

• The data from the NCCD will support this process. 
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What is the NCCD?

• The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability (NCCD) takes place every year, in August.

• The NCCD is a collection that counts: 
• the number of school students receiving an adjustment or ‘help’ due 

to disability; and
• the level of adjustment they are receiving to access education on the 

same basis as other students.
• No names or student identifiers are included.  The information is 

used by Australian State and territory governments to improve 
policies and programs for student with disabilities. 



REALISINGFerny Grove State School OUR POTENTIAL

What support will my child get?

Student needs due to disability are met by many staff across the school: 
Guidance Officers, Speech Language Pathologists, Occupational Therapist, 
Physios, Social Workers, Chaplin, Support Teacher Literacy and Numeracy as well 
as Student Empowerment Program Teachers and Class Teachers. 

This will look different for all students because different students need different 
things at different times.

You have been provided with contact details for your child’s class teacher and 
year level SEP teacher to enable you to communicate with them directly and 
provide valuable information about your child’s needs.
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Year 5 Camp 
Term 2 - Week 5

27th – 29th May

253 Carool Road, 

Carool New 

South Wales 

2486 ·

Approximately 2 

½  hours drive -

94km

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f924282943f8c276c5ed0b4c1752fef7157a98ce0c1e9726cfb14466a267269fJmltdHM9MTczODYyNzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=28be8267-aa35-651a-38a9-9688abd8645c&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTI5fn5Vbmtub3dufkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPUNhbXAlMjBHb29kZW5vdWdoJnNzPXlwaWQuWU4zNDkweDI1MDcwMTAyNiZwcG9pcz0tMjguMjI0ODQ1ODg2MjMwNDdfMTUzLjQ0MzU4ODI1NjgzNTk0X0NhbXAlMjBHb29kZW5vdWdoX1lOMzQ5MHgyNTA3MDEwMjZ-JmNwPS0yOC4yMjQ4NDZ-MTUzLjQ0MzU4OCZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f924282943f8c276c5ed0b4c1752fef7157a98ce0c1e9726cfb14466a267269fJmltdHM9MTczODYyNzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=28be8267-aa35-651a-38a9-9688abd8645c&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTI5fn5Vbmtub3dufkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPUNhbXAlMjBHb29kZW5vdWdoJnNzPXlwaWQuWU4zNDkweDI1MDcwMTAyNiZwcG9pcz0tMjguMjI0ODQ1ODg2MjMwNDdfMTUzLjQ0MzU4ODI1NjgzNTk0X0NhbXAlMjBHb29kZW5vdWdoX1lOMzQ5MHgyNTA3MDEwMjZ-JmNwPS0yOC4yMjQ4NDZ-MTUzLjQ0MzU4OCZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f924282943f8c276c5ed0b4c1752fef7157a98ce0c1e9726cfb14466a267269fJmltdHM9MTczODYyNzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=28be8267-aa35-651a-38a9-9688abd8645c&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTI5fn5Vbmtub3dufkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPUNhbXAlMjBHb29kZW5vdWdoJnNzPXlwaWQuWU4zNDkweDI1MDcwMTAyNiZwcG9pcz0tMjguMjI0ODQ1ODg2MjMwNDdfMTUzLjQ0MzU4ODI1NjgzNTk0X0NhbXAlMjBHb29kZW5vdWdoX1lOMzQ5MHgyNTA3MDEwMjZ-JmNwPS0yOC4yMjQ4NDZ-MTUzLjQ0MzU4OCZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f924282943f8c276c5ed0b4c1752fef7157a98ce0c1e9726cfb14466a267269fJmltdHM9MTczODYyNzIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=28be8267-aa35-651a-38a9-9688abd8645c&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTI5fn5Vbmtub3dufkFkZHJlc3NfTGluayZ0eT0xOCZxPUNhbXAlMjBHb29kZW5vdWdoJnNzPXlwaWQuWU4zNDkweDI1MDcwMTAyNiZwcG9pcz0tMjguMjI0ODQ1ODg2MjMwNDdfMTUzLjQ0MzU4ODI1NjgzNTk0X0NhbXAlMjBHb29kZW5vdWdoX1lOMzQ5MHgyNTA3MDEwMjZ-JmNwPS0yOC4yMjQ4NDZ-MTUzLjQ0MzU4OCZ2PTImc1Y9MSZGT1JNPU1QU1JQTA&ntb=1
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Leadership Aspirations

• We are looking for leaders in all capacities ALL year.

• We recognise efforts from the beginning of the year, how they treat peers, engage in learning, show respect for all staff and most 

importantly how they treat themselves.

• Leadership Applications will be discussed and distributed in Semester 2.

• Positions

o School Captains and Vice Captains

o House Captains

o First Nations Leaders

o Arts Captains – Music, Band, Strings, SPAG

o Library Monitors

o Student Councillors

o Senior Leaders

o Peer Mediators
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Ferny Grove

Shared Commitment



School Wide Expectations
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School Wide Expectations

Students who arrive early are supervised in 
the tuckshop area from 8:10am. Students are 

to be seated during this time.

At 8:35am students transition calmly to class.
Classroom doors open at 8:40am.

Students who arrive late (after 9:00am) need 
to collect a late slip from the office.
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Before and After School Expectations

Students wait at the tuckshop before 
school (unless in Run Club – Tues/Thurs)

Technology is packed away in bags before 
and after school (including iPads & phones)

Students head out to their pick up point or 
grown up after school
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Uniform:

• Blue skort or shorts
• FGSS Yellow/blue polo shirt

• White socks
• Closed in shoes

• Hats are expected outside – no hat, no play

School Wide Expectations
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School Wide Expectations

QParents – expected all families are on QParents 
and forms are completed as soon as possible. 

Check you have completed the third party 
consent forms.

State Schools have the policy “away for the day!”
All notifications need to be silenced on smart 

watches. Phones also go away.
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iPad expectations

iPads are a learning tool and not used as a reward in class

iPads should be fully charged (100%) to begin each day

iPads must be connected to Apple Classroom in class

iPads are kept in bags before and after school



REALISINGFerny Grove State School OUR POTENTIAL

iPad & BYOD Policy

Rationale

Service Requirements

Proper use at school

The Stool Theory – Parent Controls



REALISINGFerny Grove State School OUR POTENTIAL

iPad & BYOD Policy

Rationale

In the 21st century, we are preparing students for a changing world by 
teaching them 21st century skills. These skills include:

Young Queenslanders in the 21st century need to be innovators, 
entrepreneurs, lifelong learners, and responsible global citizens!                   

(Qld Government)

Critical Thinking

Creative Thinking

Communication

Collaboration & teamwork

Personal & Social Skills

ICT Skills



REALISINGFerny Grove State School OUR POTENTIAL

iPad & BYOD Policy

Service 
Requirements

*Wi-Fi only (Cellular models allowed, but must have SIM/eSIM removed or deactivated at school)

No active VPNs

If using parental controls 
with screentime, please 
provide teacher with 
screentime pin or allow 
full screentime use during 
school hours.
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iPad & BYOD Policy

Proper use at school
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iPad & BYOD Policy

The 3-Legged Stool Theory -
let's keep this in balance!
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iPad & BYOD Policy

The Stool Theory – Parent Controls

Our website includes 
the BYO iPad Program 
2026 Information 
Handbook,
the year level apps lists, 
the 2026 Student 
Participation 
agreement, and a list of 
parent support 
resources to support 
our school community.
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From 2026, the Queensland Government will introduce the ‘Back to School Boost’, providing $100 for 
every primary school student (Prep to Year 6) to help families with school-related costs.

A $100 credit will be applied to each student’s school account, and parents and carers will be able to 
choose how these funds are used.

Consent forms were sent to all families in week 2, allowing you to nominate where you would like the 
$100 credit to be allocated. This may include your child’s Student Resource Scheme (SRS) payment (for 
Prep or Year 1 students), Instrumental Music Program, excursions, incursions, camps, and similar 
activities.

Please note that the ‘Back to School Boost’ cannot be applied to outstanding debts incurred prior to 
2026.

Back to School Boost
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Every Day Counts!

Under the law, you must make sure your child attends school on all school days (unless there is a 
reasonable excuse). Schools must monitor attendance of students and follow up with parents and 
caregivers any unexplained absences.

If your child does not want to go to school, or is missing school without you knowing, contact your 
school immediately for assistance and support.

Schools will:
• monitor student attendance
• notify you if your child has an unexplained absence as soon as practicable on the day of your child's 

absence and continue to follow-up with you as practicable
• use effective teaching strategies to engage your child in learning
• help you with strategies to encourage your child to go to school
• provide support for families.
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Every Day Counts!
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The Resilience Project Video

https://vimeo.com/1124702592/bf8fa700fd?fl=pl&fe=sh

Please enjoy this 2min video

https://vimeo.com/1124702592/bf8fa700fd?fl=pl&fe=sh
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The Resilience Project
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Students
Explicit teaching and opportunities for regular practise

Lessons: 1 hour per week

Regular practise of wellbeing strategies. 

Student Journal. 

Impact

● Promote wellbeing and enhance resilience. 

● Toolbox of everyday wellbeing habits and strategies. 

● Stronger relationships.

● Improved behaviour. 

● Flow on effect for academic outcomes/performance.

https://www.hub.theresilienceproject.com.au
https://www.hub.theresilienceproject.com.au
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Supporting wellbeing and resilience at home

A suite of digital content to build wellbeing and resilience at home.

Information about the evidence-based principles. 

Practical tips, routines and activities to build wellbeing habits. 

Family Hub





Ferny Grove State School
REALISING
OUR POTENTIAL
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